
Acrohatics: Palll Tuntland, Los Allgelcs, Pratt- HHad. 
Pacific :vlidwinlL:r Soarillg Champion: Hidlarc1 John­

son, Palm Springs, Cal., 123 points. 
Other contestants and tJwir shil)S were .lamps E. 

Sands, TG-:3A; Baymond Parker, Highl 1'>Udgct; ;o,lyron 
1.. Wells, Bowlus Sup:.:r: Earl E. l'rcdcrickson, Bowlus 
Baby; Cyril Lei!.(h-Smilh, 1-J9; Richard W. Lvo I 

TG-'2; t:mley A,' 1Iall, L-K; Donald K. Halty, TC-2; 
and Kalman E. Saufnaner, TG-SA. . 

EI J\'lirage Soaring R galla 
jrom 

TI::LE THERNLAL 

T HE first two heats of summer-lollg El \Jlirage 
Soaring Hegatta, to he climaxed by championship 
finals in Octoher, have been held at El \IIirage 

Gliderport, Adelaul'o, California. 
The second "heat," held April 17 and 18 at El 

Mirage, found Dick Lyon of Culver City in lirst placc 
and lengtheniug his lead Over Jack Ludo\\'il:l of V:llI 
Nul'S b~' completing a goal Ili'rht to a deSignated spot 
just beyond Vieton illc. 

Several new pilots elltcred the competition at this 
time. One of the new-comcrs, \Iinghelli, took duration 
honors with Hights of thrce hours and two homs in his 
vcllow and silver' -G-3. Bud Linsav and \ ictor BittE'l'll 
~tlso entered a brilliant red Babv Albatross. . 

Despite the bet that tIH~rn~als W(~rE. <1l'Onped in 
widely-spaced bunches, making distance flights harder 
to complete. a sixteell mile goal flight wus c()rnpletc~cl 

J, and flights of up to three ho1ll's were ma<h. 
The Hrst lwat of the regattas ill March saw Mvron 

,.yells, John Hohimon and ~Dick LYall fightillg for' first 
plaCE' honors. 

John Ho!linsoll cOlltactcd a wav (\ [o<Izagot1) 
condition that tooK him to a frigid L4,075 feet. At 
this altitude he was poised Jlloti01~ess above the desert 
while Hying ,It a trill' airspeed of 95 miles an hour. 
;vIyron 'Veils alld GIIS 13ricgleh encountered similar 
conditiolls late in thc afternoon. 

\Vinncrs All: Stiglmcic,., Tnndand, .Joh!lson, Robinson, 
'Briegleh, Stasn''t'k with the 'H"'l'l"Iual trophies of the 

San Dipgo Coutest. 
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The "~upcr" poses fOI' the camcra. 

SUliday, ~-Iyron completed the "short" three-point 
circllit conrse of 21 miles jllst two seconds ahead of 
.101111 Hohinson, with whom Iw \vas racing. Their 
spe(~d averaged Iletter than GO miles all hour. 

.lack Lndmvitz took his brother TlJIn to the outskirts 
of Palmdale in their TG-:3 Schweizm. Dick Linn 
fiew with Ed Gibbolls in Dick's TG-2 over the !vlint 
Canyon pass to Antclope Valley, a distallce oJ mOre 
Lhan eo miles. Thcll tlwv rotnm()c! to Palmdale where 
the_ landed at tlwir I)rc-~leterrnined MO'oa1. 

l-LU't)ld Hlilwr f1cw frv Pmc's "Bellv Tank with 
'Viogs" several times. Irv has added f1at)S to the tillY 
ship to illl:re'lsc its speed range. 

L a cOntest nweti.n lr sonw contest rnles were 
changed aJ d 'VVancn vVatson showecl colored slides of 
the Ton'ev Pines mcet. 

The tllird heat of tho relr,ltta was scheduled for Mav.~ 

1.5 and Jfl. Trials in acrohatics, closed course racing, 
eli '1< nef' and dlll', tion will he prinCipal Features. 

)''lc>anwhile, the Adelanto Chamber of Commerce bas 
approved a large trophy to Gc awarded to the regatta 
champion, and it has also nnderwrittcn a $250.00 poinl 
award hll1d for tIL scventlt heaL, La Lc called the 
Second Alllnllll SO'lring 'cslival. 

Other prizes arc an Airsp?ed an I Dcnnymite motor. 
to he give 1 hy 1he Briegleh Aircraft _.ompany. Para­
mount Pic-ture Framing a carry cart by nH'dcan 
Carry ProdllCls. anc! a 'trophy by Kit Carson Aircraft 
Supplies. 

Of speci<Ll illt rest is the fact that the El i'v1iragc 
Bel I is being kept open at all tinH's for power planes 
"nd to date there has been IHl interFerence with the 
glider opera lions. Auto tows havc been carried on 011 

a third rIlllway, anel on the adjacent dry lake. At one 
limf' as many' as 17 visiting aircraft ha' e been parked 
OJI the Ii 'ld. 

It should also be noted that no speCial budget has 
beell set up for the regatta and it appears to be financ­
ing itself. 

TI e 19-tR Soaring He<ratta is bein r held nnder the 
allspices of the Southern ,aliFomia 'oaring ssoeiation 
and is offidally sanctioned by the S A. 
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