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I FIHST saw the Air-lOO at Wichita FaUs, Texas, 
during the National Soarin a Meet. Obser ing the 
s<lilplane in Hight, it was obviously a 'hip of 

sUlx'rior performance. Fortunatcly, the designer, Ray­
mond }arlaud, chief engineer of the French Arsenal 
e1e l'Acronautique was at the meet and I was intro­
duced to him b tIle Assistant Military Air ALlaehe 
to the French Embassy. In my conversation with 
i'vlollsieur Jarlaml I expressed a desire to Hy tJ1C Air­
100 anel compare its performance to American sail­
planes 01' comparable deSign. 1 was delighted to 
learn that he was iuterested in the opinion o[ an 
American pilot, so arrangements IV re made for me to 
Hy the ship on the last day of the meet. 

I was towed into the air at about two-thirty in the 
afternoon, after promising to return hy foW" o'clock in 
order to allow another pilot to fly. The lightness and 
smoothness of coutrol while iJI tow impressed me ry 
favorably. The release was maele at 2000 feet. After 
going uown to J 600 1 erwountered a thermal and 
c1imhed to BOOO feet. r then left th tllermal and de­
deled to confirm or disapprove some of the amaZll g 
performances claimed lly the 'reneh. 

\'Iy suspicions were confirmed in ahout thirty min­
utes; the ship docs have amazing performance. In 
spite of the fa t that it is a large sailplane, tIp control 
pressures arc ver)' light and very rcsponsivt~. It is 
twly a [llcasure to see sixty-feet of wing respond hnrne­
<liately to finger tip pressme. It is vel')' stabl(' in turns 
and has quite normal stall and spin characteristic.. 

AIR TR41LS 

The minimum siuk appeawd to be about 1.7 fee,
 
per 'ccond at 60 km/h (37..5 mph), which is superior
 
to an)' sailplaue Hying today. The dive hrakes operated
 
very smoothly <Ind were quite effedive. By this time
 
[our o'clock was rapidly approaching and I decided to
 
r:;turn to thc airport.
 

1\Jy real opportunity to test the Air-IOO C<'lltle when I
 
\ ,s asked to fly <IS the French rcpresl'~ntati\'e ill the
 
Northeastern State ,harnpiollship !v!cet- at Ehnira,
 
New York, Augu t 2.9 to Septem!Jcl' 1. Hather tJ1an
 
di.scuss the [our days flying, T am going to select the
 
most olltstancling flight, which was nHld on Angust :31
 
nnder fair soaring conditions. This flight was from
 
Elmira lo Ashury Park, N w [erscv-ll total of 20B
 
miles, 7 hl urs anli 1:3 minutes.
 

I was launched [rom Harris lJill hv antomohile tow 
at 10:-7 A.i'vJ. to an altitll(le of 250 f~et a!Jove the hill, 
Goal-Allentown, Pennsylvania. I soared on the ridge 
for fiftcn minutes attaining an altitut1e of 1000 feet 
ahov release, and decided that Ihis was high enough 
to start the trip. Th re wcre hroken slralo-<:umnills 
CIOllcls at about 2:'500 feet, willi vcry little lift beneath 
them (aboul 1 to I)~ f et per sc(:onJ). T had been 
slowly losing altitude hetweell clomb, and abou! ten 
miles southcast of Ehnira T was down to 950 feet, 
complet Iy out of the range of the cloud lift. There 
was a small ridge on ooe side of the vall. y which faccd 
ioto the wind, and,Hying Over it, J found it was possi­
hIe to maintain jllSt what ::lltitllde r ha] left. Aft, 
working this ridge for ahout forty-lh'e minutes, 1 began ­

SOARING 


