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C:lwinnan of the S A Eleclions Com mittee 

THIS year th request for Ilominations appeared in 
the Novcmbcr-Deeem.ber 1947 issue of SOARING. 
In respollse 14 names were submitted; 10 had 

the recillired tlu'ee endorsemellts nne! were nomi­
nated. 1n the 19-17 election, 47 names were submitted 
and 21 were nominated of whom 18 ace pted. Thi 
year's uominees wen~: \Villiam Briegleb, Francis 
Compton, \iI,1illiarn Coverdale, lexis Dawydoff, 
I\ichard ]OhIlS0I1, Haymon Parker, Paul Schweiz 1', 

James Sp;lrgeon, Floy~l Sweet, Amos \iVood. 
H.ichanl Johnson declined the nomination and Ray­

mall Parker did not reply leaving eight calldidatcs. 

13aJlots were mailed to 508 SSA Active Members 
whose dues wer paid up aL the time tIle envelopes 
had to h' addressed. Hcturns w'ere n:ccived froll) 177 
1l1omiJers or 35 per cellt, ~e()lfraphicallv dish'j]-mted as 
follows: California-3:3, (;olorae!o-4, 'Connedient-4, 
Florida-H, Georgia-2, Illiuois-H, Indiana , Kansas­
1, KClltuckv-I, :\lary1aud~l, Massad1llsetts-9, ~vIichi­

gall-7, i'"rinllesota-I, :\lissolll'i-4, 1vlontana-I, Tew 
Jerscy-12, r\e\\' York-40, Korth Dakota-I, Ohio-), 
Oklahoma-l, On~gon-l, Pennsylvania-IB, Tcnncssee 
-I, Texas-4, VerlTlOllt-1, Vin;inia-l, \'Vashington­
3, Dist. of Columbia-2. L ~ 

Of the 177 ballots, 14 were voided, 6 from the 
west, 8 hom the east leaving 1GJ which were included 
ill Lhe count. "With six directors to he elect cl the 
Cjllota for each was 23 votes. The voting was as 
follows: 

Distrihution 
of (~X(.·('.';!; irolll Di~lriblilion 

CQunt of Compton. J)awydori ,It Votes
 
Fir~l Clwice.; Schweizer from \Vood
 

Hule ~ I~l1lc 6 Hlile t{
 

Briegleb J.6 2:3 
Comptoll 2:1 23 
Coverdale 7 21 plus 2 2,'3 
Vawydoff 23 23 
Schweizer 23 23 
Spurgeoll Ci ]8 pIllS 3 21 
Sweet lJ 23 
\Vood ] 9 4 exhausted 

163 

As a comparison a tabulation was made of the 
Ilumber of timcs each candidate received a mark. 
For this, the numbers on the ballots were counted 
as though t110Y were crosses. The results were: Brie­
gleb-132, Compton- T44, Coverdale-99, Dawydoff-

L'. J. l<'cLTc.s 

'8il{ Ben" 'hupack, Ihe man with The ITaI, ;,; looking 
for omeolle who'll Ilmllin"l" a Di 'eelo)' lIexl )"ear 0)' at 
lea I '·ole. Hell)ing hi III i~ Emi) !.che.,ka, one of Ihe 
'SA's ace l'hotograph.~rs. 

137, Schwcizer-] 51, Spurgcon-WO. Sweet-lOa, 
~10od-7S. 

Comparing thes(' fi"ures with those abov' for 
l'roportional l'lepresentatioll and also the votes by 
staLes mallY conclusions could he drawn: 

1. Thal' the eastern l1alf of the conn try thouah 
more aware of the duty of voting is not regional 
minded. Thi: is indicated by Lhe fact that Spurgeon 
alld \Vood received a voLe of 100 and 78 ballots 
respectively even though only 42 ballots were cast 
by m mbers reSiding in the western states. 

2. These fi'!"ures also show that th western half 
of the countrv cast about half of its first choice 
votes for east~rners. Briegleh, Spurgeon and \"'ood 
received a total of 2:3 votes out of a possible 42 first 
choices hom the western contingent. Ohviollsly the 
implication in the oft heard criticism of the SSA that 
it's directorate is overstaffed with easterllers is Ull­

justified since the westeruers assist materially in elect­
ing easterners, and the avcrarre voter appears to be 
lllore concerned with the qualities of a Director rather 
lhall the area from whicb he comes. 

MallY more nuallces could be discllssed but perhaps 
more would be achieved if this data was discussed 
at get-tog(~thers. meets, regattas, c1l1hs and such. 

Tlds ProJ!ortional Representation method of elect­
ing directors could ac!lir>ue regional representation if 
lIlore memlJers voted; if the memhers in a given region 
voted No. ] on thf basis of location Hnd other num 
llers for "outsid the region" representatives, 
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