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T HE Firtccnth :\ational Soaring Contest wa' hack at 
its old stamping grounds-Harris Hill, Elmira, New 
York from .llllle :10 to Jnly 11. Now ill accordallcc 

with the CllstOIl1, it is the Contest Director's joh to give 
a report for SOARll\'G and the SSA records, and also to 
give his "criti«llc" or "second glll;sses" on the ontest 
fur the possihle henefit or futlll'e soarin" contests. So, 
hero goes: 

Th(O I C5th National Soaring Championship was won 
by Paul 13..\facCready of Connedient and 'alifornia, 
Hying his Orlik sailplane, with 1042 points.. Hard on 
his heels aud in the lead at the early stages of the Con­
test was Johnny Hohinson of California in his familiar 
Zanonia, with l)·1:3 points. Third place was won by Don 
J'o]Jard in the Air-100. Defending Champi()) Dick 
Comev. now General j -tlllager of th(~ SSA, put service 
above' ~elf and worked on SSA matters at the Contest 
instc,1c1 of l1efending his championship. 

Th hi"h points of the 15th National were: (1) the 
keen competition and good fellowship that prevailed; 
(2) the largest prize fund 011 record (about $12,~OO), 

<mel (3) good soaring weather for the fuJI period of the 
meet. 

July 8th was the greatest Single day in Elmir, soaring 

history. TJJe best Hight was a 222 mile trip hy l'.-fac­
CreaLly to Yfiddlefielcl, Ohio. This was the longest flight 
made from Harris Hill since H)41 and the longest flight 
ever m.\de in a westerly direction from Elmira. On that 
same day dght other flights were made in (~xcess of 100 
miles and H total of 2,GOO miles were Hown. 

This was pOSSible as a result of H high pressure area 
ccntered right over Elmira, which pcnnitted flights in 
almost allv direction with little wind. If thermal ac­
tivit\' had'started earlier (the First ship was off that clav 
at alJprox.imately 12: 1.:5 EDST), and jf a strouger wind 
had prevailed, some records would surely have he('11 
hroken. 

\"'hilc speaking about weather, we must mention the 
excellent meteorological service and interpretation given 
hv Barnev "Vi win. He was back with his morning 
s~rmons ,{nel dissertations on punctuality, attentiveness 
and other factors, and their effect on soaring pilots, 
which the soaring fraternity so enjoys. He and his 
assistant, Jim Collier, did wonders with the information 
at hand. During the first part of the contest not much 
data wa' availahle, as a result of a breakdown in the 
\Vestern Union circuit and the delay in getting the ai 
port courier service going. In general, the weather \Va ' 
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