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A ATIONAL GLIDER PROGRAM 
The Soaring Society of America, upon du(' con­

sideration of its Board of irectors, recommends that:­
The Air Policy of the .S.A. should indude a pro 'Tam 
of gliding an~1 soaring. Tbis program is necessary: 

FOR NATIO AL S 'CURITY 
Fn\ST, gliding crl:'ates ,Ul "air-conditioned" Youth, 

since il is the natural stepping slon hetween '~od .I 
planes and powered aircraft, and it is a gronp activity 
well adaptcd to schools, colleges, and dubs. The great 
disparity between til(' !nlmhers a -ti -e in the m del 
plane field and the nnmbers that continue on to 
pO\\'ered aircraft shows clearly that such a stepping 
stone is !H"Cessarv. 

SECO:'\D, glidil~(r ami soaring will maintain an <l ti e 
civilian air reserve through its tremendous appeal and 
hy virhlc of its ability to satisfy the desire to Hy when 
the expense or power Hying is beyond the avewge mall'S 
n-leall~~. 

TIIlI1D lIlolorless f1ving can be an xcellent and verv 
conomi~al means o(maintaining the flying proficiency 

of our prescot .\i.r Force. The courage, flying te -h­
niqne. and ability to make (luick, SOlIU 1 decisions r 
quired ill advanced soaring, make it a great asset in 
the trainjng of future combat Hyers. 

FOUHTll, it will develop an industry tbat can a<:t as 
a slandhy to the aviation industry, which would he of 
incalculable value to the country in tim of eme~C1 ncy. 

FOR SAFETY FLIGHT 
FIHST, gliding is recognized hy many as the ideal 

training medium for indoctrinating the youth of the 
nation with the basic principles of safe HiC1ht. Since a 
glider pilot has no throttle to cover up his mist, kes 
he learns early and thorou 1hly, accurate piloting 
techniques. 

SECOND, it is an important supplement to power 
flight trainilJg inasmuch as it develops good judg­
ment, alertness, and confidence. developill<Y milch safer 
pilots for our Servi " our commercial airlines, and our 

civilian planes. A lal"ge proportiun of present day air 
accidents occur dming landings and forced J.l1ldin crs. 
'very landing ill a glider is a "forced" landing. Be­

l'ause of lhis, glider pilots learn to treat as routine many 
siluations which are normally considered lo be emer­
"en 'ies in powered air raft. 

THl1\D, it d vdops a bett'r knowledge of, alld keener 
inten:st ill, meleorolo 1 and general flying conditious, 
wlii h makes for much safer Hying. lu soaring a pilot 
f1jes "because of," rathcr than, "in spite of" the weather. 

FOR 
FIIIST. motor!ess flight is ,I basi - form of a\'iation, 

and it has contributed-and can cnnliuue to contribute 
-much tn the advancemcnt of a viation amI the asso­
ciaterl scienc·. \lany aC('(.pted !catmes of present 
day airplanes nri~rjnated ill .Irly glider designs. 

ECOXD, gliding olFers a provell test mediul1\ uncon­
taminated 1)y sltp stream,' torque. vibration, weight 
variation-lhe absence of which simplifies amI improves 
f1jC1ht testing and rese. rch. Ther is also a gr at saving 
in cost as a result 0 using <Tliders, which are much 
simpler to huild than airplan s. 

Trnlm, mallY new field .. of research, which until !lOW 
have merely been louch d upon, cO!lld lise rliLlers to 
advantage, particularly high altitude investigation, and 
more ach'an . d meteorological research. 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF 'OCIETY 
FIHST gliding offers red-blooded outdoor activity 

that is llased llt on gro Ip participation, which develops 
teamwork amI a cooperative spirit so desirable in a 
democracy. 

SECO;\;O, it will develop a n w industry that will in­
dude many varied phases. 

THll\lJ, an active glider program soon will result in 
brillging lJIany international reeorcls back to this coun­
h-y, gh'e us the o. 1 standi!lg in gliding and soaring, 
and acId to the -prestige of the nited States in the 
Air World. 
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