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A FUNDAMENTAL
FOR AIR POLICY

The potentialities of gliding and soaring in a National
Air Program have long been recognized by The Soaring
Society of America and by most foreign countries—both
now and before the war. However, these possibilities are
not generally known in the government circles where
our aviation policy is determined.

The Soaring Society of America, organized in 1932 for
the furtherance of motorless flight in the United States,
feels that it is its duty to do all it can to see that gliding
and soaring achieves its rightful place in the National Air
Policy now being determined.

Motorless flight’s position in such a program is justified,
not by virtue of its happening to be another type of flight,
but rather by the definite contributions that it can make
to (1) national security (2) safety in the air (3) scientific
progress, and (4) society in general.

Unlike the situation in most other countries, where
motorless flight is subsidized by the government, in the
United States, The Soaring Society of America has had
to struggle along by itself. In spite of this, it has progressed
steadily and has made many contributions to aviation. It
provided the know-how and nucleus of personnel about
which the Army glider program in the last war was de-
veloped.

Perhaps the largest and most important benefit that
motorless flight can give is to provide a medium through
which the United States can build up a thoroughly trained
civilian air reserve with the greatest possible safety and the
lowest overall cost. It is mainly with this thought in mind
that the program on the following pages is proposed.

An outline of the program has been brought to the atten-
tion of the President’s Air Policy Commission, as well as the
Congressional Air Policy Committee. With the immediate
future of our present aviation structure at stake, it is quite
likely that this glider program will be pushed into the
background for the moment.

However, we feel the fundamental benefits of this pro-
gram merit its implementation as an integral part of our
National Air Policy. By bringing this to the attention
of members of the Senate and the House of Representatives,
Government officials and citizens, known to be interested
in National Security and Air Progress, we feel we can aid
them in seeing the advantages and ‘wisdom of adopting
such a program. It is our sincere trust that a National
Glider Program will be accepted and put into being.

The Soaring Society of America stands ready to give
further assistance in every way possible.

ARING

342 Journa/ O/

The Soaring Society of America, Inc.

and
The Soaring Association of Canada.

NUMBERS 1-2

VOLUME 12
JAN. — FEB.
A National Glider Program .. ... 2
The McCarran Bill ....... .. ... 5
Youth ........................ 6
Stratospheric Research ........ 7
By Raymond Jarlaud
Veterans . .................... 8

By William F. Hallstead

Pertinent Comments ......... . 9

Southeastern Championships ... 10
By Richard J. Comey

International Glider Record .... 12
By Paul MacCready, Jr.

We Need Gliderports .......... 17

By Douglas Warner

SOARING SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.

E. J. Reeves............................. President
Robert Stanley ... Vice-President
Robert Blaine Vice-President
Paul Schweizer ... Secretary
J. Shelly Charles................... Treasurer
Richard Comey........ Editor & Gen. Mgr.
August Raspet ............... Technical Editor

SOARING ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
Wing Cmdr. D. M. Holman ... . President

John D. Agnew.......... ... . Vice-President
Barrie Jeffery. ........................ ... Director
B. S. Shenstone................ ...Director
J.A. Simpson......................... Director
F/L A. N. leCheminant............ Sec.-Treas.

Published bi-monthly by the Soaring Society of
America, Inc., 475 Main St., Cambridge, Mass,
Application for transfer of entry as second class
matter from Wilmington, Del., to Boston, Mass.,
is pending. .

Office of the Soaring. Association of Canada, P.O.
Box 851, Ottawa, Canada.

Membership in either organization is $5.00 per
year, $3.00 of which is for a yeatr’s subscription to
SoarinG. Life membership in the Soaring Society
of America, Inc., is $100.00.

Copyright, 1948
Soaring Society of America, Inc.




