
Distance f1ighb have not on.!)' maue obsolf,te the 
rules relative to duration aud rc'st, but have also 1>e­
come the real factor in determining a champion. 
Long distance is the product of a pilot's skillful achieve­
ment and use of altitude gained, maximum duration 
until the last wl'ak thermal, and maximum possible 
speed in his battle against time. These abilities anJ 
pertorIllances must be hacked hy good judgment in 
crossmg the weak spots, difficult terrain, and apprais­
ing clwnging meteorological conditions. Therein you 
have tlIP champion. . 

A lO()-mile lIi"ht llsually involves m,lny changes in 
the weather, wind, terrain, and nature of thermal ac­
tivity, anel the distance pilot must best them all. Spced 
receives its proper reward in distance flVill'5, ,IS the 
pilot who is not its master will not "0' the greatest
distance. ,,, c. 

Altitude is included in these rules, with 1 point per 
100 leet, all the way up. If 1 were writing these rules 
according to my own wishes, I woule[ omit altitude 
entirelY frorn contest points in national contests, al­
tllough it ser\'(~s a good purpose in regional meets. 
The higher altitudes involve tllllllclerstonn Hight, re­
Cjuire good iustrunH;,nt experience, oxygen, instruments, 
and intrnduCt, a degree of hazard not L'onsistent with 
our lroasts of safety ill our contests. 1\1 a contest in 
Germany, I aIll told, some 7 :'"Tillimoas entered <1 thun­
derstorm, tlw majority were dcstroved and st'H'r<ll 
pilots were kille·d. \Vhen the inte;'nationa1 <lltitudc 
]'('cord was established in Germany, another ship of 
the same t;'lw c!isintecrratecl in the same up-current. 
The situaho\1 heeDll1eS one of survivnl, and it is pos­
sihle that high altitude Hight;s may come to be con· 
sidered in the saIne classification as "ceord-hreaking, 
i.e., the ohje'ct of special expeditions, with ample 
equipment, pilot experience, and a full understanding 
of the difheldties ill\olved. ' 

It is helieled that altitude-gaining ahilitv is more 
important, as rdleeted directlv in distance Hown. 
Th.. pilot vith sllvprior skill in hracketing therrn:.ds, 
and the one II ho can achieve greatest rate ( f clirnh ill 
moderate clouds, is rewardcrt properly with contest 
points whe\1 he C(lllverts snch extr;.] nltil"tlC!c i.lto extra 
distance. Points fIJr altitude force a pilot to sqllCeZf' 
out snC'cessiH' new high points in th weak tops of 
thermals, thus sacriHeing speed, which is so neCessarv 
.in producing greater distaIH.:es. Thc omission of pOillls 
for altitnde would in no way rednce the advantagc 
:1 ttained by an cxperienced pilot if he took a ride to 
:20,000 feet anel COIII'erted the resultant altitude into 
a last, SO-mile glide. Again, the reward is in eLis· 
tance which is always the net proUUC'l of altitnrlc, 
spced, and dlll'ation. 

The svsteJJ1 of rotation of take-off order at \Vichita 
Falls sc~'med lo be satisfactory. However, the inclu­
sion of all entrnnts as contestants made the take-of! 
line \'t'rv lOIl~ and it was deIinitelv unfair to make tlw 
serious ~onte~tant await the uke-e;rr or the ('asual non­
serious eontendc'l's. Towards the end of the contest. 
only a dozen were still illteresterl in competition and 
those who werc C'IITVin<f on often were forced 10 
spend most of the m(ml~lg in lille bdore th?ir turn 
came to be towed aloft. 
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\'ariOlls solutions h'lve been suggested. One is a 
na tional contest for only regional contest winners, or 
Silver 'lIId Goldcn "e" holders. Inasmuch as a "e" 
pilot without l1l'elious COli test experience led th 
Held for a'!most a week at vVichita Falls, it appears 
that such a svstem would be nnlair to able newcomers. 
Also, since tile atioual Contest is the 'greMest social 
ane! competitive gathering of the soaring clan, entrance 
to it should not be restricted. 

Tlw proposed rules provide for all cntrants to elechtre 
themselves either "contest, nt" pilots or "participating" 
pilots. Only "contestant" pilots compete for contp.st 
pointslllel participate in the point award fund. 
"Contestant" pilots must maint,lin a reasonahle stand­
ing iu COll1lwtition or he tranferred to participating 
st<ltus. "C()ntt~stant" pilots have priority for take-off on 
contest !lights. 

The "participating" pilots will havc activities planned 
for them at the contest site, special prizes anel awards. 
Tlwv will be a great factor in keeping the contest 
sitc 'lctive e~very al'tc'rtloon and in attradiug a worth· 

(Continued 011 paye 1.\) 

Fl. Ll'. 1'. A. Persson prohahlv wOlilel not at.>TeE, that 
Altil"trdc Points should he elil;rinated. He \~'on the 
Swedish Soaring Championships IJy soaring 27,.500 
ft. 'llcove point of release in the~ updraft~ OJ a thunder­
storm. Ilis Swedish huilt \Vcihc was special coated 
to prevent icing befon~ the HicTht. Static electricity was 
so bad at :30,000 ft. that it was nearly impossible to 
hold the control stiek and he was forced to leave the 
thull(!E.r cloud when the pbne was still climhing at 
:1:3-50 ft. per sec. 
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