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THE recent );ational Conte~t at \ Vichita Falls 
rc\'calcd Illany weak spots in the :\'ational Contest 
rules, The folloWing proposed rules [or the 194t: 

J\ationals arc bascll upon oh 'ervations there, "hangar 
Hying,"' and more rec('nt comments, and are prcsentf'c1 
for vour general cOlllment and criticism, 

\Ve must keep in mind at all tirne~ tltat contest 
points, to serve their lrlle purpo e, mu~t he used sol Iv 
for det nnining the standing of contestants in so,\ring 
cOlllpelition, and thcrefore l\warded only on the hasis 
of contl~stant soaring pl,r!'onnances, 

\VC should not try to copy blindly European contcst 
rules. Theil' ad'ivities are to ,1 great degree ~ub­

sidized and eonduded through gliding clubs. 0111' 

adi\'ilies an' depelldent upon individual owners and 
pri\'ate financing. Therefore, it is rea~onablc to aSSllll1C 
that om rules should differ somewhat. To accom­
modate duhs. the proposed rules do provide for a duh 
to enter a glider and he considered in the same light 
as an indi\'idual contestant and glider. 

It will he noted th,lt Ouration ha~ heen dropped. 
At \Vichila Falls, few, if any of the acti\'e contestants 
"m'c any thoughl to points' in this category. It was 
ahvavs impcratin' to cOlltact the around cre\\ early 
and 'hpgill tbe retrievE' for sake of ~f'~t. ' ''hill'' Dun;­
tion \\'ill IIndouhtedly be lIseflll in regional contpsts, 
especially those illHllving no cross-coulltry Hying, it 
appears to Ill' ousolcte in national ·ol11Fetitions. 

The system used at \ Vichita Falls to pnJ\'ic!c a day 
of rest fol!nwiu:.; a ilight iu excess of 200 miles was 
lauud lacking iJ~ two ~\',\Vs, It failed to nro"icle suffi­
icnl rest to' actin~ coutcstants '. ,1,) Hew' ~\ little less 

tlllln 200 miles on manv COnSE'Clitive days. and there 
\\',IS considerahlc·' ohjecti;,n to a\\'arding p~illts for other 
than actual Hight p~'rformanecs, C'speciall) since the 
rnle could calise a considcrnble difference in score 
Letween two pilots, if one flew 180 miles alld lhe 
other lOO, with the 190-lnilc pilot making onlv ,111 

average Hight the follo\\'ing day while the 200-miler 
rested. 

Somc svstem [or adeqnate nest is imperali\'e, It was 
uot pleasant to sep. the handful of scrions contestants 
at \\'ichila Falls on the last few davs of the meet, 
\\'ith red, flushcd fac~" ,\nd sunken c\/es after SUCCl'S­
si\'e all-night reh'ieves, In onc instal;ce, a contcstant 
was shaki~,g so badlv ],p[ore take-off that he had to 
clutch his 1;;lragrapl, ·with hoth hands to hold it. 

ur sport requires skill and au alert miucl. hnt our 
eomp~~titions are uow on the basis of physical en­
durance anel quantity of performall c. \Vichita Falls 
has clearly indicated tilt' need to chan.ge from Cjnantity 
to qualitlj. T know of 10 other sport involving sl1ch 
highly s'pecialized skill that c10es not permit contestants 
adecluate nest. 
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This \\'l'aklll"ss ill our contest 1'II1es is tlte reslllt of th 
, \'olution of good, high-performance sailplanes, and 
tnrge numbers of pi lois capable of kJllg C'ross-countr~' 
flights, \\,hiie our mil'S remain a carry-over from rules 
o[ cnrly cont sts, when ridge soaring, Ilceasional 
Inodest clistanc' Hights, and c[lIanlity of performance 
were llsed to det~'rmine ccmtcstallt ability and adequatE' 
rest \I'dS no problc'rn. Bnt now om fast sailplanes and 
able pilots, dashing across three slates in a single 
flight, h;l\e ll1ade rest ;\ paramount fador, ,lnd thus 
quality 01 performance far more important than 
quantit) , 

Accordingly, provision is made in the' proposed UJ48 
n'llc.~ for 'ach contestant's final score to be the sum 
of his .5 b(~st contest flights. This puts the hurden of 
when to fly and when to rest directly upon the judo-­
lIlCllt of each contestant. \ arion~ svstcrns ha\·e b en 
propos d for Aying two days out of th;·ee, or en,r)' oth r 
dav, hut this might .ground a pilot when he is rested 
and eager to fly. It still will not pre\'ent n contestant 
from attaining additiollal bcnefit from a well-or~anized 

ground crew: as his efficient cre w will permit 'him to 
take ath-antage of several sncccssive days of good 
soaring weather. 

Jt mi,ght he e1aimed that a contestant disp~a)'s Ids 
skill in short flights on vcr)' poor days. This ht, elops, 
for a short period of time, if he is lnck~' enough to 
be in line for take-off at the right moment. In 1946 at 
Elmira. two days produced onp contcst Rio-ht each. 
The order of take-off was a considera hk factor in these 
cases. 
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