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On A II,!:" '"I 16, 1947, Hichard .J"hnMlIl (rig-hi), with Jark Propp ," pa~'''l'n,!:"cr, dainH'd 10 hav<' ex,·c.,ded the Nalional 
Iwo-"Ia.;e ;;'0,,1 and relnrn rceor,l wilh a flight from Hi_hop. Calif...rn;a. to Allam_on Airporl, anrl rdurn, rOl' a ronnd 
Iri" ,1i_lan.·c of ]55.Hi _lalul" milc~. The ~aillllaJJc u'l'c1 w"" a Schw"iz"r TG-2. n. A. Spm·ling. who n,~eom"ani('d 
Di..k on hb 314 mile IIi::hl lasl ~'ear, i, Ihe g,-nlleman wilh We pipe. 

\I'C soon leave him miles behind. The second hour 
finds the clouds heginning to build. Pilot X is still 
slugging awav at low levels as we bcgin to climb 
steadil); into :1 large Cumulus. As the lift hegins to 
lessen, we leave the c:loud with Over 10,000 feet of 
altitude. The hase is 5000 feet helow. At this h iaht, 
we take advantage of the \Vest to East upper air 
flow. Bcl\H)ell clouds, the air is as smooth as glass: 
110 turhuic'nce, uo ]oc,llizec1 headwinds, no downdrafts, 
\Vith Ol!l' indicated airspeed of gO, our tnle airspeed 
figures 108 miles an hour. Aider! hv a tall-wind of 
:3l> ~IPH, our first check-point pro;'es our ground­
speed to be over 1:38 m ill'S all honr.-Pilot X is over 
a hnndred miles hchind. 

Flying in the cloud level, it is all ensy task to head 
for tlw building Cumulus ami gain hack our loss be­
fore droppin,g below the e!oud base. Gronnd heat­
ing is well under way and each cloud we use gives 
liS hetter lift ::1nd a bigller altitude than thosc pn,,-ious. 
At the end of thc third hour, our average flight kvel 
is 14,000 feet. \Vc'V(-) b(~en utilizing clouds whose 
tops arc over 18,000 feet. vVe've had som turbulcnce 
and a little icing, hut our artificial hori7,(lI. has en­
ahled us to circle in the cores of the smoother lift 
amI our all-mdal ship has easily carrie,] the thin film 
of light rime icc. :'\ow, om average groIlIld spec~l is 
0\'er'168 miles au hour! \Ve've m:;(Ie~hett I' time be-
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twe n douds as the smooth air has permitted us to in­
crease our indicated airspeed to a hundred miks an 
hour. Due to our increased height, the tail wind 
has increased to ·'10 miles <In hour. Pilot X, by now 
is pluggin<1 along across some poor terrain, hucking 
a headwincl that is flowing into a large Cumulus anrl 
fn'ttinlY with uncertainty because of large downdrafts. 
His composure is further reduced by his constant 
wrangle with cxcessive turbulence. Consider for an 
instant: three hours of Hying and we have cO\'ered 
a distance or over 44.'5 miles! 

At the end of the fifth hour, the horizon is clotted 
with thunderstorms and huilding Cumnlus. \Ve con­
tinue to use tlw hIlilding clond~ and avoid til(' areas 
of thunderstorms. AltitlHle is not Ol1l' quest. This 
fliuht is made to establish a distance record that will 
calise the Foreigu marks to pale iuto insignificance! 
One h . OIH' the maps are put aside. The old record falls, 
we make our last flat glide (now aVOiding the still 
present lift) and land after crossing the 700-mile 
mark! 

"Impossible, fanta';lic?" :'-Io! ... Figlll'e it out. In 
lieu or lTlonotonous cirding, we've accomplished our 
elimbs in lift that has averaged hetter than 1.500 
1".1'. \1. am choic() of sites has heen in the \Vestern 
united States that hounds with Cumulus d1ll'ing the 
instability periods of the late summer. If y011 think 
this line of reasouiIlg is implausible, let me start your 
thinkin~r process into action by stating that over 
lighted airways, taking advantage of the high-level­
flight, it is possible to make a distance flight of over 
1000 miles! 

Let us shed OIlr characterizations of "Pilot X." work 
together, exchantre 01\1' ideas, not leaVing them as 
theories, but proving them! Thell... usc the latest 
in sailplaues, adequate equipment, instruments and 
aceessori s and gang-up to ... "Smash the 'Bl'jaehers' 
out of all the existing records!" 

It is now planned to publish SOARING once 
a month until it is up-to-date. Due to cll'cum­
stances beyond our control the publishing of this 
issue was seriously delayed. 
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