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LET'S THINI( ABOUT IT!
 
B GERALD CASEY 

TIlE FLlGHT OF DICK rOI![\'SO:rS from Pres­
cott, Arizona, to Governndor, r.:ew \lexjco, should have 
opened Ollf eyes to the long overlooked hidden pos­
sibilities of snaring, Furthermore, we han~ alhl\ved 
th~~ distance Hights of \Vichita Falls that were made 
in a \Vcsterly direction. to settle inl-o the obscurity 
of past events. \Vhy didn't we study the details 
thal made thes/' Hights possible? True-we knO\\' it 
wasn't cntirelv luck, bUl let's trv to aualvzc the known 
fads." ,/ 

Bas"d 0,1 f1i"hts slIch as thesc, wc can establish 
om futme directions. 

Terrain, weather, pilot technicllle. aud experience 
are impurtant. but o[ first cOJlsiclc:'aUou sholdd 1)(' om 
aceeptance d the latest in ships and instrurncllts, the 
obstacles of our present cfforts, Instcad \\'c\-e de­
faulted by neatly tucking our knowledge illtO the 
backgrolllHl and assaulting the records with all the 
disdain of a blind rnnrksrmul. Let's face itl J)id \\-e 
try breaking away from om old ruts and iut/'lligclItly 
experiment with the 1.1 test theories')- Jid we equip 
our sailplam's with thc' latC"st instruments aud aeees­
sories , . , sp::edcd to the foregrOlJl1d of development? 
-Did we branch-onl from the staid pilot technique de­
\"eloped in ohsoletl' ships:' Emphatieal1y, ::\0 1 \Ve 
hlulldered along on a moune! of rcputitive errors and 
were lost in the Inae!strolll of all l'lldurallee derby: 
all Plldurallee of aching baeks, sleepless nights ,u~c1 
light thermals, If we are intent Oil shattering the 
Foreigll hdd records and brilliantly lil!;hting the hori­
zons with American a hievements, we'll ha c to ~lVeep 

away the cohwebs of the past" and opell om eyes 
to tlw tools Oil hand. 

'\lumber one of our prerequisites is a fast, modem 
sailplaut', The SCH,VEIZEH'S h,IVP capablv pro­
vided liS with this requirement. Tile new "aile twenty­
one" is' vvell ahead of our demands. Suitable hlind­
Bying instrtlments, air to ground radio, and an open 
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milld are our other nccessitil's, O,J1~' you can provide 
the latter. 

AceepliDt>; clouds solely as ail indication of lift, has 
beeu our primp failme ill the past. Thru hecom­
ing aW,lre of basic Aerological Data, we wiU have an 
"Open Sesame" to Ilew rccords. Let me cite an ex­
ample: Inteut on breaking a distance record, a pilot 
will fly for over eight hours and still fall a hun Ired 
miles or so short of his quest. \Vhy?, . Because 
this pilot spellt the cntire day circling ill compamtively 
weak tlll'nllals aild conducted his flight between tl e 
cloud base amI the ground. Doing this, he ran the 
gamut of adverse winds and available COllveetio:1s. 
Cruisin<f b tweell thermals, he carried an avernge air­
sp:'ed of (-)0 \IPIJ, .mel his grollllll-speed \hlS about 
e«llal to the same figure, At the end of the flight, our 
pilut. exhausted and discouraged cr.lwlecl out of the 
ship, cursed tk' \\'Cathc'!r, the' ship, the luck and com­
pletely ignored any pOSSible tholl"hts that lw alan 
ma v ha \c. !well at hllllt, 

"So what?", vou mav be thinkillg, "\Vh,lt's your 
answer?" , . 

III tell yotl ,uld it isn't only 1711/ thought. It is al1 
accllmulation of suggestions advanced by leading 
\-{ 'll'orologists. It becomes obviolls, when we begin 
to rt'alizc' that in order to accomplish flights over 500 
miles, wc']] haH' to Hv much faster than (-iO miles an 
hour. Let's Inakc an 'imaginary flight hy comparison. 
am flight will h a comparisoll with the older tactics 
a~ portraved by "Pilot X." Pilot X has an outdated 
ship, few illstrlllncnts and a wall of preeoneei\'ed ideas. 
\Ve ha\'C' the latest thing in sailplanes, a non-spill­
ahlc~ artifIcial horizon, complete oxygen equipment and 
all affirmation to try the suggested advanced theories. 

It's still em-Iv when Pilot X and ourselves release 
from the double-tow. For the first hour, wc're COffi­

p'lIed to £Iv hetween the cloud hase and the ground 
as docs Pilot X. hut hecause oms is a better ship, 

SOARING 




