
Thomas Smith of Elmira, Gcnrgc DowlIsLrongh of 111. 
Lake. -. J., )'Iargarct t\'JeDougall of Rain",!" Lake, N. .r., 
"_"lid Dag/l:ell of Trcllton, , . J., llowlIrd nllrr of Elmira, 
Palll Bate,", of Pine Cit_. an,. Phil nObel'l~ of Elmira. 

Boh Stanley, former national soarillg champion, 
alld a lon<'-tin:lc prominent figure in gliding and snar­
ing (he is Vice-President and a Director of SSA) saI­
nted the field Satnrcl, y, when lie flew a P-fi:3 over the 
Oill several til)lcs. iL was !earuccl he was emoutc 
home to l\iagara Falls h-ol)l \Vashingto' wh(·'!·c Iw had 
attended a !\ational Aeronautics Assoeiation Conf('r­
ence 011 ~AA-SSA relations. Bob is a member of th' 
'\AA Contest Board. 

The 100lllge ()f the Administration Building was a 
popular spot dming the meet. Pilots made bee-lines 
lor the hot coffee mn after ("a('h encounter with the 
wintry hlasts. The stimulating heverage was pro­
vided hv S<:Il\v(-~izer Aircraft Corp., with crcam hv 
com[csy' of Creighton (the Grccnspot tycoon). 0:1 
Snnduy altcmoon particnlarly, wives ,tnd children of 
('on test participants made up a Siz'lble segment of the 
large crowd 01 on lookers. l\'1<tny p~rson., ohservin' 
the little tots toddling arouud iu the l(>lJn~e, visual­
ized thc babes as future soaring pilots. 

Opeu house al Ihe Elmira American Legion Home 
attracted many meet attendants FridaI' t~vening, wbilc 
a dinner at Hatts Tavern Sahlrday night was espccially 
enjoyable. .\Iovies taken at tIl<' llortheastc.1'Il States 
Ill(ld here last Slilmner wcre shown by the photogra­
plHlr, Art \\leiss; and for the umphteenth time, tl1<:' 
old reliahle reels of ~~arlv national sO'lring (;()·:tests were 
InlWIllUll1 for the edific,~tion of all ancl ;undry diners, 

lncludcd among OIlt-of-towll participants l)resellt lor 
the Snowbird mcet were: \,Vinni Block, Philadelphia; 
Ted PfeifFer, :--Jew York City; Dr. Geor"e . Downs­
brough, MOllutain Lakes, ;--.J . .I.; Miss \Jargaret .\Ic­
Douga I (sole l'erninine flyer at tbe mt~et), Bloomfield, 
:\ . .1.; M. Lynd Daggett, Jr., Trenton. . J.; and Wes 
I Ltll1rnoll(l, Hdsof. 

Other visitors iucluded: '-If. and .\Irs. Emil Le­
hecka, !'oIl'S. Sullivan, BiU Dixhcimer, AI Hossc, and Art 
\Veiss, all of Ncw York City; Gus Scheuer and son, 
Chari s, .\'laplewood, . T••(; Boh Kickier, B IfFa!o; 
George Hehill, J(~rsey City; Bud \Vinclhauser, yra­
('lise; Ual'ene' See, Baldwinsvill ; an 1 .\Irs. \Ves Ham­
11l0ud nud dau~Thter Sally, or H.etsoL 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1947 

French Impressions 
R 'printed from Les Ailes 

_\rnongst the reslll ts of the lntel'llational Gliding 
Competition at VVichita Falls, Frcnch eonstnlctors 
have 'njoved considerablc success, particularly the 
State ,\r,5cnal and its Air-I 00.... 

The Sll(;~ess's of our team made a very great im­
pression on everyone: they brought back a ruass of 
ll.'l:'flll ill formation aud it cau wtdl he said that the ex­
chanL';c of vil:'\1 sand cOlllp:,tition with American pilot' 
and ('OnstTllclors wpre as profitable to 0111' Alllcrican 
friends as to olll'sclves. provided that lIT know he)\\T 
to profit hI' om experiencc. 

,liding ill th(·' Statl's is a priv,lte sport with 110 

Govcrlll'ncut help. 1f, after a f 'w more demonstrations 
of this kind. the American Government decides, on the 
insistence of th:; Soarin' Societv of America, to enter 
tIl<' fillJd and devote to glidill" ~nly n thousandth part 
or whnt they no\\' ttive to aeronalltic,lI experiments, \ e 
shall not ha ve u ch'lllee. 

Aml'I'icall glider pilots are 'Ill <[tI<lsi-professionals, 
Inost 01' them wilh thOll, ands of flying hours in aero­
planes and hundreds of hours in gliders to their credit. 
Some of them arc really amazing, and Robinson, for in­
st<lll('e, won the admiration of tlw entirc French team. 

The competition was xtremel. close in I-iew of 
l hl' high quality of the pilots, but the French team was 
(,<ptal to it task, despite its heavy handicap; they were 
three da.. s !at ; thcy had 1lO knowledge of the ground; 
they were quite ·.'\h, ust ,'d by tJ1e rigours of the climate 
and they had to work day and night to be ready on 
time. 

\Ve would have don milch )Jett l' if we had hall 
a hrrger tcam ,nd iJ we had use(l om cSOO and onr 
traiuing gliders, EmOllchet aud :3\ 0-1'. lu the hands of 
a !.!;ooc! pilot it is highly probahle tllat tIlt' latter would 
ha\'c taken a very honomable place in tIll; competition. 

(Continued 011 page 1/) 

L.o(·al pilots flying in the me t inclnded: Dick Me­
erath. meel h.li.rman; YOllston 'ekeiia, President, 
LASe; Paul A. Schweizer, Chairman, General Activities 
Comll1itt .C'. EASe-:, and Secret.l'v, SSA; •rank Illll'tt 
llowie Bmr, Bill Frulehv, ;"'{lmie \Vaters, Larry 
Crdghtoll, ,eorL';(' TabeJ'v, Phil nobel's, Fr,mk Rhodc~, 
l'a\ll' B,Lt(%, and~Ralrh E-mn s. 

Elev€'11 ship.' were cntel'E'1 in th inlormal contest. 
Sc·hwei7.ers and L.-K.s each numberin r Rve, and olle 
Pm tt- Head 'umprisee! the He'l. .1 t ndor Aeti vilies Com­
mittee Ch:lil'm, n, Phil noh('rts, had a large crew of 
ho)'s doing gn)1I1 <1 work. SOli e juniors made a week­
end earnping party of the meet, sleeping in the cahins 
on the Hill, huried heneath a lozcn blankets apiece. 

Two 1 lew Jersey visitors <]ualifled for their private 
gLider pilot certificates durin" tile meet, when CAA 
Representative Fnlllk Hurtt rave tests to "Doc" Downs­
brongh ami Margaret .\lcDongal. 

Two outstanding fact, again werc demonstrated by 
the 'now\)inl meet: Th(~ practicality of all-weather 
gliding line! soarin', and th ever-growing c,lm'araderie 
among devotee' (If soarinO'. 
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