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Snowbirds, 1947
 
By GENE BARDWELL 

P fLOT and other gliderfolk from three shlte' con· 
n·rged OJl J-farris IIilL Eln ira, .', Y., for the an­
nual Snowbird Soaring \'(eet, Thanksgiving week· 

end, The score or more soaring fans and flyers from 
out·o~'·town poillts ill :'\lew York, .. w Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania who came to th~ Glider Capital weI' 
\\'elcomed by about double that number of gliding en­
thusiasts from lhe host commlnlity, ub·freezint?; 
temperatmes failed to cool the ardor of the SnowbiJ'ds, 
,tllhough many Bights at the informal get-together 
were ahbreviated by reasou of the wiutry atmosphere, 

On Friday, :'\101', 28. a west wind prevailed whe:l 
pilots took to the air in the aftcrt!oOIl, After sevenll 
flights mucIc Oil the ridge, two visitiJlg pilots, aftpr 
cO;lsidl?rahle time aloft, made one ton man\' thrusts 
out over the valle~: and had to land their shiL>S "dowll 
heIOlv." Of course it was the frigid air which made 
these oldtim~'rs' faces rcd! 

After an early m01'llin<t snowfall on Sah.lrday, th:' 
weather was clear, with a gond ridge wind. Thermal, 
to 200ft. prevailed throughout tilt' day. UO\l'ie Burr's 
TC·:3 flight of two homs and live minutes pron:u to he 
the longest flight of the three-day meet. Phvsical dis­
comfort from the low tcmperatmcs persuaded man~ 

H~'l?rs to land hack on the Ilill before exhausting th~ 

lilt, 
Stronger thermals and a brisk ridg wind made for 

fine soa~'ing Snllday. Scattered sno~v squalls did not 
deter thc hardy pilots frOlIl enjoying an aggrcCTate of 
man v hours aloft. Beside: the adi 'itv on the J fill ,\ 
fell' 'launchings II' re made \'ia ail'I>lane from ;h 
Count~1 Airport. In one of these, Paul Sdnveizcr. 

makin~' a te:t Right in Dick (:()me~"s 1-21 (which had 
undergone some modifications ill th~ Schweizer fac­
tory), r ached 4,000 feet. JIe reported a temp:'rature 
reading of ID' at that altitude... , 

.(.'orge Tah ry entertained the galkry of spectators 
(11l0' of whom \latch d from inside lh~ .-\dmillistra­
tion Buildiug, lounge). with aerohatics, frank Rhodes 
lI1adl' a short Hight in his Pratt·Head afta an airplane 
tOll' from lh;: HilL- I t' only pl.tnc loll' made from the 
Hill timing t1w meet. Auto.pulll'Y '1I1d stmio'ht allto 
tmvs, provided by the' J~lrnira \rca Soaring Corpora­
hon sponsoring the meet, wcr~' employed for all thc 
other Iauilchiugs, 

Dkk l/'Gr,"h. Chairmall of Ill(' Me I, 1''1111 A. Sl'hweiz('r, 
, ~cr tar~· of We SA, ~\'or~(· 'l'abe~', acrobalic (.'xpcrL 
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