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Margaret Needham of L-K takes Mrs. Rhodes 
for an airplane tow in a TG-4A. 

T HIS is not an account 0\ the National Soaring. Con­
test of 1945 but a bird s-eye VIew of a very !Ofor­

mal, though very successful, get-tog,:ther of a bunch of 
glider pilots and enthusiasts at ELmira dur1l1g the fort ­
night usually devoted in prewar days to. th~ highly 
competitive exhibition of motorless antlgravltatlOn. 

In whose head the idea for the get-together first 
germinated it is hard to tell. A few of us Airhoppers 
decided way back in April that we would bludgeon our 
bosses into vacationing us off dll[ing the last week of 
June and the first week of July a~d that these two 
weeks would be spent by us 10 gltdIl1g. Our caravan 
arrived at the Rhodes Farm around 8 P. M. on July 30. 
Here we discovered that we were not the only ones 
who intended to spend two weeks gliding in Elmir~, 

but that an imposing array of gltder pilots a?d their 
flying machine was expected the next day. ThIS prom­
ised to have aJ[ the earmarks of past contest attendance 
without the usual nervous tension which accompanies 
highly competitive flying. The boys and girls were out 
for fun and relaxation. 

By Wednesday, July 4, thirty glider pilots were 
gathered at Harris Hill-some flying, some reworklOg 
their TG-4As into a licensable state and some Just talk­
ing and reminiscing. C<:>ntrary .to the old d~ys the 
majority of ships were of the saIlplane type With the 
TG-4A predominating [he field. Practically all ships 
were individually and not club owned. Four clubs 
attended the "athering of which only two, the Air­
hoppers and tl~e Hudson Valley "lider dubs had f1yin" 
equipment. The Philadelphia Glider CouncIl repre­
sented by Lew Hull, Ben Cohen, Libby Schrack and 
Ray Kindt did not bring theirs, while the Canadian 
guests, Mr. and Mrs. Dick oonan and AI Carter, of 
McGill Glider Club, Toronto, came with the sale pur­
pose: to attend Maury Waters school, which unfortun­
ately ran into difficulties and could not get started. All 
others were without club affiliations, flying their own 
sailplanes. 

The most elaborate "equippe" was that of the Laister­
Kauffmann Aircraft Corporation which arrived with 
three TG-4As; [wo airplane towed and one on trailer. 
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The outfit was beaded by Bill Nesbitt, sales manager 
of the company. The two TG-4As, piloted by Madge 
Needham, ex-WASP, and Bill Sampson, were towed by 
two bright yellow Boeing N2S (Army PT-l?) Aown 
by Adele Shan and Art Herring. Dick Moore, crew 
chief drove the third trailere:d TG-4A. Tim last one 
was 'to be venerously presented by the Laister-Kauff­
mann company to the Soaring Society of AmerICa. 

One of the hi "hlights of the event was Parker 
Leonard's two-plac~ glider designed and huilt by h.im, 
according to rumors, in his own living room. ,It IS a 
large and roomy two-seater, tadored to Parker s size­
able frame, simple in construction and showll1g excep­
tionally fine workmanship. Unfortunately I have no 
details concerning its performance characterIstIcs,. as It 
was just undergoing flight tests at the County AIl'P0r[: 
One one occasion, however, Parker stayed up for 1) 
minutes after being towed up to an altitude of 3,000 
feet on a day not very favorable for soanng. 

It cannot be said that the weather was generous as 
far as soaring conditions were concerned. The wind 
blew up the ridge only three days ,out of ten and ther­
mals were not over abundant. I'IIght actiVIties were 
therefore: divided between Harris Hill and the County 
Airport. This, nevertheless, did not dampen ~he en­
thusiasm of participants as this was an. oC~'aslOn for 
which we bad been waiting since the beglllrung of the 
war. Familiar faces, many absent for several years, 
were seen again on Harris Hill accentuating the feel­
ing of "old times." Bob Stanley and. Cleveland Hyde 
dropped in for a day of gro~nd ~YI,ng, whIle [loyd 
Sweet, resplendent In an AAI' major s ul1Iform, took 
the Schweizer boys' TG-3A for several hops. Emil 
Lehecka alternated his time modifying his Laister for 
licensing and flyin" the Schweizer TG-' A or Clarence 
See's TG-2A. Cla~ence himself, meanwhile, established 

Porker Leonard's New Two-Place 
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