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the carll' days of gliding, in fact until 19·11, thereI N 

were far more sIngle-seared gilders rhan rhere were 

rwo-seared ones. Naturally, many pilots learned ro fly 

in single-place gliders-and some of them survived the 

experience! It seems more pilots survived than gliders. 

This sysrem of training was evolved due to the lack llf 

two-place equipment. As a substinlte it served its pur­

pose. People who think ir rhe best method of glider 

training have JUSt a different way of saying, "What was 

J.-:()(xl enough for grandfather is good enough for me." 

Everyone who has been conneCted with twO-place 

training, especially as it was developed in the Army Glider 

Training Program is sold un the idea. The preference fur 

single-place training seems to be limited to newcomers 

who have read about it and don't know better and to old 

timers. set in their old-Ltshioned ways, who prefer to close 

their eyes to progress in training methods. Up to the pres­

em time, flying any aircraft has been a complicated 

process which cannot be adequat:oly described by mere 
words. No matrer how much a person studies on th 

ground, he can never completely understand rhe subject 

until he Ius participated in actual Hight. 

Single-place glider training usually starts with the 

ncceSS~lty ground school, then the student is 'placed in tbe 

glider, shown the controls and rheir funCtions. Next he is 

tOwed across the field at little less than minimum flying 

speed, so that he I'IMY teach himself to keep rhe wings 

level and to steer the glider behind rhe tOw car, without 

the glider being able to rake off. He is expected to teach 

himself co-ordinarion of the comwls from whar he re­

members of the lnsrrU((or's lecrures, wirh more coac~ling 

between (()ws. Meanwhile, 00 each row he is banging rhe 

wing tips against the ground and veering all over rhe 

{jeld, with resulram wear a.ne! tear on the glider. When 

he Can keel? tbe glider fairly straight and level rolling on 

rhe grouod, he is given a row with more speed and sud­
denly finds himself flying on the row line-solo. His first 

landing follows immediately. Gradually the tow becomes 

higher, aod unless he is ~l very L11111sual sludent, some uf 

his landinas aJe hard and bumpy. All of his, impressions 

of huw to m~lke a landing approach and other maneuvers 

must be picked up from discussions wirh the instructor, 

with otller students, and from observation from the 

ground. Viewed from rhe cockpiL these things always 

appe'lf different. 

In rhe two-place training l11crbud, the studenr begins 

with ground schuol, then is gi I'en 'l ride as a pass nger 
ill a glider. On this flighr the instructor flies and explain, 

the various phases of flighr as tbey take place. On follow­

ing Bights the studenr follows through on dual comrols 
while rhe instrucror demonstrates and explains the ma­
neuvers; such as, )()slrion, effect of tbe wind, speed, co­

nrdll1ation of controls, ere. These Bights may be either 

plain glides frorn tows to any altitude ()f soaring flights 

in thermals or slope winds. Soon the srudem is doing the 

.~crL1~d Il}'ing with the insrwctor coachin cr. He correns 
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