
Cadet UT-l Glider
 
T HE Cadet UT] (Utility Training) glider ~'i. an 

Amencan verSIOn of the famous Bnush Kirby 

"Cadu" designed ,md built by Slingsby Sailplanes. 

Ltd. The ship was a standard secondary trainer with prac­

tically all Great Brirains glider clubs. Since the war it has 

been used extensively by the Air Training Corps for 

flight instrucrions of the A.r.C. cadets. 

In early spring of 191{2 I obtained plans for the Cadet 

from Mr. Slingsby as well as rights for manufacrure of 

his producrs and decided co produce the ship ilere in the 

Unired Srares in kit form for usc in schools reaching glider 

construcrion. At that time prospecrs for a National 

sponsorshi p of such courses sti11 looked pretry promising. 

Realization of my plan is due entirely to the far-sighted­

ness and interesr in gliding of Ed Miller, at that time 

connected widl Comet Model Airplane Co., who called 

me in one day co consult on some glidet mattets and 

who immedi<ltcly saw somc valne to my ideas. Because 

of his help and that of Oswald Boxer and Fred Lieber­

man of Blackstone Industrial Corp., the Cadet UT-I came 

into being. 

The prototype was builr by Robbins and Saks a large 

cabinet making and wood working concern of Brooklyn, 

N. Y, under the untiring direCtion of their production 

engineer Joe Ci<Iravella and my supervision. Joe be­

came so interesred in the project rhat he spent many In 

extra curricula hour working on the ship, he also drew 

up a complete set of plans for the glider converting all 

measuremenrs from metric to rhe inch system. 

The difference between the Cadet UT-1 and its British 

brother is slight. It consisrs mainly in the alteration ot 

the noSe to accommodate the American lype release with 

tbe self releasing feature in case the pilot overruns the 

\vinch or tow-car. This release was deSigned S0111e ye~ll's 

back by Louis MehITH:] of the Airboppers Gliding & 

SO'lring Club and was successfully used on all ships con­

structed by the club. Orher added features were in­

creased deflection of ailerons, greater strength through 

use of more corner blocks and heavier structural mem­

bers tn places wher it was deemed necessary, slightly 

more dibedral in tbe wings, ball-bearing pulleys and con­

twl stick "stop." Due to the fact that changes have been 

made in the nose structure, the C.A.A. tequired strength 

proof tests to be run on tbe release hook and meclunism. 

During these tests a load well in excess of requirement., 

(close co 2,000 lbs.) was iIIIposed on the no e wi th~)u t 

any appa.renr failure whatsoever. 

The Cadet was fmished in '''pril, 1943, and in May 

I rook it to Meriden airport, ]\'leriden, Conn., for test 

tJ ights which were to be conducted by Emli Leheck:! ane! 

c.A.A. engineering flight inspectors. With the kind co­

uperation of Pratt, Read and Co., Gould Aeronautical 

Div. at Deep River, Conn., I was permitted to use Meri­

den Airport, where Navy training gliders manufactured 

by them were being tested. We were able to run off wirh 

minimum of delay and fuss all necessary test flights of 

the Cadet. I think rhat the highest compliment ever paid 

to me and the sh ip was \V hen Em il, ins tead 0 mak ing 

the usual initial precautionary straight hops in the ship, 

rook it up the first time to the end of the [Ow making a 

series of 360's and stalls with it. From the standpoinr ,Jf 

safety the -;~det exceede lour expectation, it is extremelv 

The Cadd taking off at Wurtsboro, N. Y. Alex Dawydoff dressed for winter flying 

~oa'lin9 
cJ 

8 




