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Dick till Po lit ' u;rote tbiJ ill/eres/ing paper some ye(lrs agO. 
Yet the prophetic ll..i.rc!um lcitb w/;ich i/ lIh/S u-riflen '//lakeJ i/ 
(lirid/) .r/irmtlating today. 

I N SPITE of the fact that the title of this paper is 

"American Soaring Tecl'<oique Today," it is my 

personal opinion that there is no such thing as a 

true American soaring technique. The reasoo for this 

opinion will become apparent to you from what follows: 

[n giving you information on soaring based on my 

()wn experiences with it, I am sure [ can shed bur little 

light on the subject as a whole. [mean by this that the 

cumparativcly small amount of soaring that one indi­
vidual can find time to do is such a small part of the 

total amount of soaring that has been done in this 

Cl'Untry that it should be valued as no more than one 

insignificant report in thousands rhat should be recorded 

and anu[yzed in order to obtain anything like a 'omplete 

picture. 
To endcavor to give you ,l conception of a proper 

technique in soaring, or to give a good general picture 

of the meteorological phenomena observed and used by 

the sailplane pilot, might well be compared with one 

lone meteorologist at some designated weather station, 

attempting to give an explanati n from his own obser­

vations of the entire scicnce of meteorology as is known 

roday, without his hewing any information from the 
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thousands of Other meteorological smtions scattered over 

the globe. 
Perhaps I am a litrle extreme in this example, since 

soaring pilots do exchange ideas and experiences thru 

the Soaring Society of America. 
With this thought in mind, you must realize thaI' 

there is probably no American pilot who should set him­

self up as an authority on soaring in the broaJ sense 

of the word, and least of all, myself, who, although I 
have made a number of omsmnding /lights from Elmira 
ifl the past years, have confined my soaring aetivity very 

l;;rgely to this seCtion of the nited Scates and have 

never done any soaring outside of this counrry. 

1 am not a meteorologist, or, in fact, a scienrist of any 

son, so anything I have to say on this subject comes 

stricrly from a sailplane pilot whose experiences, obser­

vations and opinions are probably at wide variance with 

those of others. 

There is, of cnurse, no necessity for me to mentiOQ 

(he elemenrary principles of soaring /light to such an 

audience. However, it might be worthwhile to give 

those of you are not already faJuiliar with sailplanes 

some idea of the varying perforrnclIlces of the planes 

we fly. 
Sailplanes have a wide variation of performanc , 
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