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PR-GI
 
SPREADS ITS WINGS
 

Parker Leonard 

Now we can give you rhe whole scory of whar 
has gone on here ar rhe Gould Aeronaurical 

Division of PRATT READ & CO.'S Deep River planr 
rhese pasr monehs. 

The objeer was ((J produce a roomy, rugged high-per­
fonnance glider wirh side by side searing co facilirare 
rraining. Ie was hoped rhar rhe soaring and maneuvering 
charaererisrics would equal Or exceed any rwo searer so far 
developed. How well Our high hopes have been fulfilled 
c;ln besr be gauged by rhe faer rhar we have had enrhusi­
asric commenrs from the following liSt of vereran pi lors­
all of whom have flown and are very pleased wirh her: 
Emil Lehecka, Bob Sranley, Commander Barnaby, Lt. Win­
sron, Ensign Buell, Dick duPonr, and Parker Leonard. 

The inirial test flying W;lS done by Emillehecka and 
Roger Griswold, II. Emil, as many of you know, is one of 
rhe counrry's best glider pilOts and has had much experi­
ence resring gliders. Mr. Griswold is the leading lighr in 
this project. The balance of the design group was Luding­
ton, Stanley, Gluhareff, Leonard and McClarren. 

We took the ship to rhe New Haven Airport, and after a 
few low auto towS ·proceeded at once to high airplane tows 
feeling rhat if a ship has stabiliry in horizonral Righr, ir 
was besr to have lars of altirllde to experimenr with and 
rhoroughly test out stall, steep turn, spoiler and slip charac­

rerisrics. 
Airphme rowing is of course rhe simplesr form of 

launch, provided rhe speed is kepr down. Some minor 
changes were indicared by rhe firsr few f1ighrs. These were 
made and since rhen she has been resred by all rhe above 
pilors and we all agree is as sweer a handling glider as any 
one could ask for. 

The ailerons are very effecrive rhough nor heavy 
rhrough the enrire speed range and on down inro rhe stall. 

The elevator whicllis damped by a good sized stabilizer, 
is as light as a fearher yer adequare co hold rhe ship ar 
high angles of arrack as in auto rowing. 

The rudder wirh irs goodly fin mighr be rhollghr by 
some co be a lirrle on rhe small side bur ir is really pleney 
big enough as proven by rhe ease wirh which ir snaps rhe 
ship our of a spin. 

THE FOLLOWING ARE A FEW EXCERPTS FROM BOB
 
STANLEY'S OFFICIAL TEST REPORT
 

"The general appearance of rhe sailplane is conven­
rional as regards aspecr rario and arrangemenr, wirh the 
exceprjon rhar rhe pilors sir side by side. The after portion 
of the fuselage is essenrially a plywood boom and is af­

(Continued on page 3) 

Parker Leonard and Jay Buxton in the first of a long line of PR-Gls that will soon be doing their 
part in training our invasion forces that will ultimately win the war. 




