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The !jth Annual Western Championship Con­
test held at Arvin, Kern County, California, 

has now passed into history as another glorious milestone 
in the annals of American soaring. The contest, held from 
April 12 to April 20, was marked l:y numerous outstand· 
ing events, rec rd Higbts and a go d attendan~e of both 
pilOts and spectators_ 

Probably the most notable achievemenr was the alri­
tude flight by Henry Stiglmeier in which he undoubtedly 
shattered the American altitude record. Unfortunately, 
the base setting of his barograph was so far up the drum 
that the stylus went off the drum long before he had 
r ached his maximum altitude. The pen went off the 
drum at 19,150 ft.) or J6,800 ft. above the field. De­
ducting ;jOO ft., the altitude gained on his winch tow, 
gives Henry an official altitude of approximately 16,400 
ft. This falls shOrt of the official record established by Lt. 
Robert Stanley in 1939. This flight, however, gives Henry 
the altitude requirement for his Golden "c:." 

Henry's brother, Herman Stiglmeier, won his "C' on 
April 19, and a few days later, made his Silver "C' :dti­
tude and distance requirements, but he fell shOrt of the 
5 hours required for the duration leg. 

Howard Morrison earned all three legs for his Silver 
"C' during the contest. Walter White and \Xfalter Nu­
gent also made legs on their Silver "C" licenses. 

Through C0nsistent performances daily, Alan Essery 
of San Diego \\ :10 the trophy emblematic of the western 
championship. Alan compiled a toral of ),377 points 
as against his nearest rival, Howard Morrison of San 
Fernando, who had 2,905 points. 

Distance flights radiated from the Arvin soaring site 
through an arc of [80°. The longest Hight was 65 miles 
to S:IUgUS. There were three flights into the Mojave 
desert terminating on U. S. highway 466. These were re­
spectively, 39, 46, and 53 miles long. There were three 
Hights to Maricopa, a distance of 41 miles and numerous 
flights to Grapevine and Bakersfield, 25 miles and 22 
miles respectively. The longesr duration was 5 V2 hours. 

The Arvin comest this year emphasized goal with r-­
turn Hights, the longeSt being one to Maricopa and re­
turn, a distance of 41 miles. oal Bights and return with 
passengers were made by Alan Essery as follows: tow n 
of Arvin (8 miles) five times; rapevine (25 miles) 
once; and Maricopa (41 miles) on which Hight he fell 
5 miles short of completing the circuit. 

The following statistics best summarize the accom­
plishments of rhe COntest: 

Number of pilots, 31. 
Total number of miles flown, 571. 
Total number of hours flown, 2,17, not countil g (1ighls 

under J0 minute or airplan tOw flights. 
Total number of flights made, 308, most by winch and 

a few by autO, horses, and shock-cord. 
;j triple toWS and 2 double towS by airplane from 

Bakersfield. 
The first 1.0 comeSUll1ts tlnisbed as follows: 
J. Alan Essery, San Diego, ') 377 points. 
2. Howard Morrison, San Fernando, 2905 points. 
3. Harold Huber, San Fernando, 159;j points. 

;j. Henry Srigll11:?icr, Inglewood, 1502 poims. 
'). R:lY Parker, San Diego, j 307 points. 
(J. Herman Sriglmeier, Inglewood, 1243 poims. 
7. Richard Johnson, los Alms, J 161 poims. 
S. Harland Ross.
 
'J. Volmer Jensen.
 

10. W'alrer	 Whire. 
The CA A was ably represenred by rhe fulluw ing: 

.Ius ph S. JVIarriotr, Regional Manager; l3enjamin F. May­
hew. Associare Aeronaurical Engineer: John S. Fouche, 
Jr., Associarc Aeronaurical 1nspecror; Theodore E. Hotf­
man, Asso:.:-iare Aircrafr Inspecror; anJ Hugh l3rewsrer, 
Aeronaurical InsfccroL 

The conr::Sr officials provided a heaclquarrers building 
from which rhese meo rransacred such business as was 
I1eces~ary. 

An imporranr fearure of rhe ;jrh Annual Wesrern Soar­
ing Championship Meer \vas rhe regular glider sruI1ring 
show sraged by rhree pilors. This was a grear crowd 
pleaser and helped [(J swell rhe arrendance. Ie also demon­
srrared rhe pracricabiliry of mulriple rowing and lhar 
p:liders are built to wichstand and are capable of perform­
ing all the maneuvers expecred of power planes. This 
demonstrated, toO, that motorless pilots can be trained in 
advanced acrobatics. The stunring exhibitions are de­
scribed by "Gus" Briegleb as follows: 

"Three srum pilors collabofared in sraging six stunt 
shows during tbe three week- nds of tbe j 9!j I Arvin 
"Iiding and w,u'ing conrest. This event proved very 
popular with the crowds and helped [() give us a record 
attendance at the meet. The three pilots parricipariJ1g 
were Max Archer, nying a Baker-MacMillan Cadet; Don 
Steyens, Hying a Bowlus Baby Albatross; and the writer, 
pilOting one of his own Briegleb BG-G seconcbries. Our 
tow pilot was les Buechner, Hying a 160 h.p. Challenger­
Travebir. 

"All six flights were made from Kern County Airport, 
Bakersfield, \\'ith all three gliders in tow and there was 
no difliculty at :Il1Y time in getting off the ground in good 
shape and arriving over the gllderport as scheduled, a 
distance of some twenty miles to the suutl'ieast. Tuwing 
speed 'lveraged 60-65 m.p.h. and the gliders were each 
towed on a separare line so that we could maintain a 

Alan Essery receives championship trophy 
contest committee. and Claire Dodd, screen star. 




