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That no good cause is ever lost, for in time
of need persons unite to support the things
in which they believe, is amply demonstrated by all that
has taken place within The Soaring Society of America,
Inc., during the past few weeks. . _
 The emergency was created by the resignation of our
/ general manager, Lewin Barringer, who has done~so
/ much during the past two years to develop the soaring
\_movement in the United States. Acknowledgment of
his services has been made personally by the directors,
together with best wishes for success and prosperity in
his new undertaking, yet for a brief period discourage-
ment was keen.

“Emergency”’ is used advisedly, since the time seemed
suddenly to have arrived for cooperation in support of a
national soaring program. In addition, the Decennial
Celebration of organized soaring in the United States
demands unusual effort to make the Tenth Annual Na-
tional Soaring Contest a fitting climax to the pioneering
work of our veteran soaring pilots. The latter objec-
tive reflects on the first, in that the surest way of obtain-
ing recognition for a national soaring program is through
demonstrating the worthwhileness of our sport by con-
ducting a large and successful contest this year.

Something to worry about, occasionally, 1s good for an
organization as well as an individual. The Executive
Committee—faced with all the problems that confronted
its members—in an eleven hour session on January 14th,
could only decide that the best policy was to decide to
do nothing final for the time being. The Committee
was wise. During the next four weeks and a day,
through the rallying efforts of Soaring Society members
in all sections of the United States, not only have imme-
diate problems been solved, but a constructive national
soaring program has also been worked out and launched.
It speaks well for the American Way, that as scattered
and un-regimented an organization as The Soaring So-
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ciety could so rapidly turn discouraging circumstances
into such optimistic possibilities as face the Soaring
movement in the United States today.

The individuals to whom a large portion of the credit
is due includes several hundred members of The Soar-
ing Society, and particularly the natural leaders in each
of the several sectional groups through the country.
Their services will be acknowledged individually, since
space does not permit doing so here. The list will in-
clude Buxton, Bailey, Barnes and Klemperer on the

+ West Coast; Corcoran and Smiley at Frankfort, Michi-

gan; Art Schultz in Detroit; McGrath, Sekella and
Sweet in Elmira; and on the Eastern Seaboard, Du Pont,
Enyart, Don Hamilton, Clare Warren, Decker, Setz,
Wightman, Scheurer, Ramer, Shupack, Lehecka, Dawy-
doff, Gale, Groenhoff, Lange, Mrs. Eaton, Riede!, Neu-
mann, the Placeks, the Schweizers, Stoughton, Dr. Lewis,
Southee, Ed. Warner, and Ralph Barnaby, during his
recent visit,

If space permitted, each of the more than 100 members
who attended the Annual Meeting would be listed, since
the climax to our recent rapid progress was reached in
the two-day conference at Roosevelt Field, elsewhere
reviewed.

The obvious conclusion is that we have finally begun
to appreciate the potential strength that exists in our
national unity. But we must refuse to be satished with
four weeks’ results, and find new inspiration in the con-
crete evidence of what can be accomplished by working
together. Let us aid and support in every way possible
those individuals who are to be responsible for executing
the tasks and for assuming the responsibilities we have
set for ourselves. Let us help and support, particularly,
our new general manager, Henry N. Wightman. Let
us take advantage of the present opportunity for work-
ing together greatly to increase our membership. Let us
demonstrate the soundness of our national soaring pro-
gram by appearing in force at the Decennial Celebration
at Elmira and making the Tenth Annual National Soat-
ing Contest an outstanding success, demanding not only
nation-wide but also world-wide recognition. Let us
work to prove that the first ten years have been the
hardest—that when circumstances seem most discourag-
ing the opportunity can be found for a realization of
ideals—that no good cause is ever lost.

—ARTHUR L. LAWRENCE.
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Arthur L. Lawrence, Secretary
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