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WHAT Use
IS IT?

With one regional contest starting in Texas

as we come off the press, and a national
meet commencing in New York at the end of the same
month, we probably should discourse at length on the
wonders of soaring meets in general, and use a great
many superlatives on these two in particular. However,
we believe that both of them can speak for themselves
and do not need any editorial comment. Before we
go on, however, we feel that we should mention the
work of those who have organized and prepared these
contests. The Second Annual Southwestern Soaring
Meet is being managed by the Wichita Falls Junior
Chamber of Commerce. The Tenth Annual National
Soaring Meet is being sponsored by the Elmira Soaring
Area Corporation and conducted by the Soaring Society.
We have every reason to believe that both contests will
be most successful, but, regardless of the results, both
cities deserve all possible commendation and praise from
pilots, crews and spectators for the splendid way in
which they have donated both time and money to make
their contests the best possible.

Every year thousands of spectators at our meets are
amazed both by the graceful flying and the remarkable
performance turned in. Then their practical nature
comes to the fore and they ask, "It is all very fascinat-
ing, but what use is it?”". “We don’t care whether it is
useful or not,” the veteran soaring pilot will answer.
"We soar because we like it. We soar because we can'’t
keep away from it. It is the grandest sport that we
know. Where else can you experience the thrill of
silently climbing thousands of feet, with no pounding
and vibrating motor, until, finally, you are sailing
through the clouds? Not even in the fastest pursuit
ship will you feel so much power under your control as
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you can harness in a good boiling thermal. How can
you match the surge of pride and victory which over-
whelms you as you glide in to a landing at your pre-
determined goal 100 or 200 miles from your starting
point? If you must have a comparison, what use is
sailing, or fishing, or football, or riding a horse?”

If our friend has not become too excited by this
time, he will tell you a great many reasons why soaring
is useful, even without the sporting angle. The Soaring
Society and its members are proving to the government
and to the public that we can produce better airplane
pilots and produce them at less expense when soaring is
included in their training than by any other method.

First, let us consider the cost. Estimates from clubs
and regional soaring associations from all over the coun-
try show that, by joining, or organizing clubs, the
average gliding and soaring student can fly at a cost
of from $15.00 to $35.00 per year. By flying in his
spate time, a man who works eight hours a day can
become proficient enough to pass his commercial flight
test in a year or less. He can not only fly in as much
of his spare time as he wants to, but he can do it at a
figure that is within his income. We believe that here
we have the solution for the problem of the thousands
of high school and college students who want to ad-
vance beyond the model stage, but have, so far, been
held back by financial difficulties. We are offering an
opportunity for advancement for the boy who wants to
enter commercial or private aviation. We can make
possible a phase of his training that will make him a
1009 better pilot.

Now, why will he be a better pilot? In the first
place, if he does not have sufficient natural ability to
be a good pilot, he will never graduate from glider
flying. If he is going to crash, he will do it in 2 glider
where he will not be seriously injured. No reputable
airplane instructor, who knows his record, will be will-
ing to risk his airplane with such a student.

In the second place, he will have experience in such
widely differing types of aircraft that he will have a
much more complete knowledge of the principles of
control.  He will be better able to distinguish be-
tween the characteristics of one particular type of air-
plane and those common to all airplanes. He will
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