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his and Stanley's flights prove, without question, that 
American pilotage, as well as design, are rapidly becom­
ing equal to, if not the superior of, the best produced 
abroad. 

At this contest we saw four outstanding new American 
designs; the .Ross "Ibis", the Stanley sailplane, the 
Bowlus "Baby Albatross" and the Schweizer all-metal 
two-seater. Advanced by virtue of its small size, which 
seems to prove the Germans wrong in their adherence 
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to large ships, the "Ibis" definitely proved itself on the
 
flight to Washington and on the last day of the Contest,
 

Before our 9th Annual National Soaring when it exceeded all other ships in altitude and duration.
 
Contest was half over, even those of us The Stanley design, unique with monocoque metal fuse­


who are closest to soaring development were amazed. lage and a highly tapered, gull-less midwing, established
 
Performances were not only far ahead of anything ever itself with excellent cross country flights and altitude
 
recorded in this country, but the best of them were being exceeding the four year national record. The "Baby
 
made by relative newcomers with new ships and little or Albatross" intermediate design, with dural boom tail,
 
no cross country experience. demonstrated its performance by flights of over one
 

( During the past year, some oldtimers became frankly) hundred miles. The Schweizer arrived too late for com­

\iiscouraged by a lack of new blood in motorless flying. petition, yet pilots slope soaring with it reported tha~, 
As the wheel of life kept turning in its inexorable way, solo, it had a sinking speed better than the Minimoa. 
some of them were being forced out of the picture by This issue is so full of statistics that we hesitate to 
reasons of health, finance, or other unavoidable circum­ mention the subject again, yet it is necessary to prove the 
stances. It is no doubt that we have been through a fact that this contest, which we all know to have been 
real slump, along with nearly every other activity, but by far the best ever held in this country, can also be 
now we know the worst is over and that we are defi­ called the most successful ever held anywhere. Natural 
nitely on the upgrade. basis of comparison is the 18th Rhoen, last year's Ger­

It is true that the meteorological conditions at Elmira man national, which had the greatest success of any up 
this year were unusually favorable, with days of north to that time. 
winds and strong convection, but that is not all the story. In the matter of number of ships and pilots, that 
The fact is that, even a few years ago, we would not contest naturally far exceeded our own. At the Wasser­
have known how to take full advantage of such condi­ kuppe there were 58 high performance sailplanes. At 
tions. Nor do we now-in a year or two, with improve­ Elmira, we had 22 glider entries, only 15 of which 
ments in sailplane design, and particularly piloting tech­ placed in competition, and several of these were not 
nique, we may easily do three hundred miles on condi­ high performance types. Therefore, a fairer basis of 
tions with which we cover two hundred today. comparison is the performance of the individual pilots. 

Peter Riedel, who again came out on top and pushed Longest flight of the German meet was 181 miles. 
his own best performance to exceed the world's goal This was exceeded five times at our contest, with best 
flight record, said that, in competition soaring, the distance of 225 miles. Bech, most successful at the 
results are probably about sixty per cent due to the pilot, Wasserkuppe in goal flights, averaged 114 miles on 
twenty per cent to luck and twenty per cent the ship eight goal flights. Riedel, making the same number 
and instruments. This certainly seemed to be followed from Elmira, averaged 136 miles per flight. This statis­
out by Stanley Corcoran's remarkable distance flights in tical comparison could go on at length, but would not 
a ship of intermediate performance, exceeding a num­ include other important facts which should be considered 
ber of competitors with high performance designs. Both for a true picture. (Continued on Page 13) 
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