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h'eUfj U'lOm (!'u6~ ana A(em6etJ 

AUTO TOWING TO 2600 FEET 
Fmerson Ivrehlh()se sends us tire following story: Last year, 

when Dame Nnwr", robbE·d the uld timers of the opportunity 
to rave about their "real old-fashioned winters", tire TnlcdCl 
Glider Clu.!> dusted uiT tI,C win~s of rheir Funk Two-scater and 
hauled it tn the Maumt'e l\iver.' On \\iednesd:l\', F,"hlU'IT 12th. 
I received a Idter fl"fJl1l Fdward Kniglrt, inviti;'.r.; me c!o;"n fOI 
the week-end to do "'ll1e glidin;.; "IT tlw icc. Our sdent pLlyer.' 
for g\lod 'weather ;tnd lunc!itiollS Wl'rC' Jnq\'el'~tl, (or )j-l!Ul'dav 
da\V~e:'d dear Hnd cold 

l 
and tbe ice was c\l;lte,d \\'irh Cn(lw.dl 

snow [tl afford tractil)!l fllr the tow--car. '­
\Vhen I arrived iLt rlre h:rse of ClI1L"I:lli'>ilS on Ihe rl\·l'l". I found 

only nne rnr:mbC"J "I' thc club-Arl Sh:'lnle\", wh" "as struggiing 
Illanfull)" witll tire "lmost impossihle: task nf putlillg fitting pillS 
in, :lild keeping his I-!Jl,sc-:rs frul1'l ft-ec:zing in till' tCIJ dc6 t'c-f' 
tempflf"Jture. Aflel 1ll:1nr joint trit:s. with Jl111tltrin,~5 and 
l1lurnhlinp, other me-mh"rs of Ihe club str~gf!icd ill, ,~encl"II<lv 

Preparing for the tah.off Ta ke-off on February 23rd 

.1.dl1lir~LI ()ur h;~n(!i\\'()..k an(! ITl;"i:rvel:.'d ;11 llU( fUI'tiILldt" when. 
we "·"re throuph ",ith th" iob 

Ftli[il\\,jn~ II li\'e1r discu~"i()n. we {ICli\kd tn U',\' :'lhrl\lt 2,non 
feet of wire \Vil h"d hc·tn usiog l.~O() fut "I Ihe [[,rp'lrl, 
;uld ;dlhpu.c!1 \Ve hilJ f:1r !TI\lfl' di~Llnrt~ in v..-hiel, ttl tr1\V Oil Ihe 
river. \\-c thought it ju;tjfjt'd conscfv:-ttj"fJ"l nnf til ,~iv~ the ne\\' 
studL'nl~ I,H' milch Ic-,,'.·w ri"ht <lIt the h,l!. Tim \\'." " time 
wh,'n the .s:t\·inp "Gi,'c I'hen; an inch :lIld Ihey'll I~h' J mik" 
,\V:15 true. The sC'eti\>n (,f the ri\'er where- the rnwlll.c: W:l.5 to be­
done" thrce- ljUMIr:rS "f ,I 1ll!lc ",),Ie .1ntl he/ween four :1n,1 rive 
1l1i1€~ long, will, ,(\,(:,11 slll,i11 i,l:lI"l, :]lon,L: the- strdeh Th" 
ice here \\-,:IS cightcl'n illll,e, tllick :111.1 c""c'I(;d with a thick 
e-ru"l C $1l0\V, 

Th:tl afte-tlwnn ! mfllk one !nw with tlw L_noO fn"t line. :lntl 
:lttaineJ nil nltitude of 1,100 feet. \"X'hen tiw ,In;;1t- hd"....cn the 
towline anc1 the glider's line of flighr hecame "houl fllrty-fivt'.' 
de/!rees neRl" the top "f the climh. ) found th:rl th,· pull \\",,~ IO(l 
,grI?3t, :md till: t"w-car could nn long", ,~'lill tr:rctinll, in spite nf 
the usu.lll" successful combin,uj('n uf ,nllW .md skid ch~illS. HI' 
hnulinl! b:lck on tT]e Slick :rt ],100 fCel. ti,e fnw-C:1l" oll,ld h~ 
hwugllf tn a fuJi stor 

On SUlld:lY the weal!lL-r ",I' eve-II b~tter than Oil tll~ pre"ill'" 
dny. The wind was out of Ihe Northe3~t. direnly ut' Ihe rivt'r. 
The f"llo,,"s were out I?arly. ilnxi'HIS to geel in ,IS mLICh ilying 
:1.~ pos~ible llnckr such ide:r1 conditions. ["'"n '!'sfelslln nady, 
whom 1'satl.lre h<tel nlll desi~ned for nur ~lidcl, \\J~ rhelT. (llis 
SIX feel five surroundul by 'IWll hundred :lnd thirl-y pnullds doc.s 
lhinr' to wing-Io:1dirr,Q ,\lid cockpit side.. wl,ich '.\e ~,·Iph·lik< 
Jcsign("'r~ do nnl condone). \\/ith IIle' l(ln~ hl\\,-\\':ly it w~l~ pn~­

~ihl," to 5,-t N~ls higher Ihnfl he h~J tver hc'en ," the a'rpflr 
After sever:rl tows rna,l e with !he 2.000 fnnt line, ~"mC(IO(.­

SlIL:gcSltd lhat " new t"w-C;lr be lIsed. f, TlIkdu fllrd Dc'~I~'1 
,.,ffL'rcd US his courte~y ca'. n J936 VS Phaeto", By loading the 
lonnC'au with five pas~en!:,<,rs and excess b,lglpge, the tractIon 

P"ge 8 

of the rear wheels was increased, sn that We could tow much 
hi ,,11e[ 

'-Greaur cncuurn!:'ed with this re511lt, we decided to try a "ery 
high tow one C\C'n hir.;Her than the one luade in a Cadet h\' 
hatl .1°;:<3 of Akmn, (ihi;l. It· was plain thai we wmrld m'"d :, 
much llillgcr ~\'il'c tlLUl when (I)wing ()J1 gC(ll1nd. so we put in a 
s:tfu)' link ot quartet-inch l\l:rnilla mpe, and added mOI'e an,1 
!l1(lre wire in v'qi()!1s, rn,lkill,~ ;'l test flight with each (loditinnal 
length "I' wile. TI,(" first 'Iddi~iofl IlI"de the tnw-line 3,)()0 
feet I"ng. "n which nn nlt'tude nf J .'.Jilll fee-l was "n"in,",!. noh 
13e'erlin !11:tde:] second Oiglll 1111 Lill 3.'iO(J f",,' lin" :lnd attained 
,m :tltl!uclc "f 2,(JOO f'"et Thcll nnllthcr Ic-ngth was added. 
u"lkillg tile line ,i,ClCln feet I"ng, with wl,iell all nltitud( of 2.2nn 
feCI \\'~l" ~lttaill('tl. At fhis ,qlliLutic we were just under sCHne 
!inv eli/uds, and it ]()(lKE"d vei")' mud! ;15 if it wnuld SllO\\', Thi,'" 
tillll' we :J,lcled "II the wirl "vaiJilhk, "nd the- line- "roved Lll he 
"\'L'r n mill' ill lenl-:II]. By this time, the simplest IIlt·,]n" of 
rnt-a .... u;·jn,Q thl' kllgtll (If the tow-lint: \\";IS ro p:lce it off 'with 
the 5pU.·JOlJ1<.:tlT uf the tow-cu' Visihility wa:-. sO poor th31 \v(" 
1",,1 til .1rr:lll,~l' sigll:ils "'ith the lights uf the ((>w-car to illdicak 
"hc'n :rll was rCldy at the- tnw ("nd. :md willr another (nr ar 
the r.;lidN end of the line 

\\fhen :lil "':]S rl'~dy, Llil' sigllal wns given ~t ti,e glider end 
dn,1 rill' tuw·car hegiln to Inkc· lip Ihe sl:lCk. Sonn the glidc·r 
slMld t" mm'c·. nlllt the tightening witt' tW:lngl"<! like :I h:lr1'­
slrin,;;. The ship look the :lir 'md climbed e:lsil". B) rockillg 
rhe \:\,·i,,,g \"i()ltnt1~', I si.~nnkd the t()\\'~(;lr to "lo"\v up. The tn\v­
e,u r"spontled, :1lthl1l1r.;h il W:1S h:1I"<I for the driver to see through 
Ihe haze. At. "bollt. [.000 fe~t, I h"d to signal again fnr 1,,% 
spe"d. AI this :III itud(· the w;ntl ,...."s stl"llnger The IlI\v-pju hed 
hum uf Ihe ,virl:' grew 1,,",ler 'md loudN TI)(' ground he-low 
was '-"cry white. I\head loorned ti,e high-Ic"t'i bridge ;11ll1 the 
tull huilding, of TulE'do. Dir~cll)' hc-Jow W:I, illl i\1:1IId. wl,ich 
indicated rhat I had tr:I\"lled t',vo miles. The "ltil1let~r regis­
tered 2jllO fcC-I. but where \'.'1:> thelO\Y·ClI' [k"oed all, nf thc­
cockpit :llld followed tile ([)w-linC' wi:h rn\' eye 10 where it f"cI"d 
fi-nlYI "iew. I uiC'd to !nC-lIe the to\\"C:ll' hy FUCS~Jfl,g where tht 
In\V~ljnr: '\lllildd .so. Sti!! no to\v-cnr ~ \Xjhere \V~I, ir? 1 ~h()uld 

:1\ 1e,1SI he "hlO' to <r'C a ,hrl<- hlur J had plcn~)' nf spccd • 
t"" Ifllldl, ill f,lCt Did Ihe Ca, gil tlw)uj;h rhe ie!:' FiMll\" 1 
caught si,r,;ht of II-mwh smaller and further "w,)y 1/,,111 I J,ad 
(,,,peckel. It was then Ih,·,t 1 hegun to r<::diLc I,ow 1"",1( :1 mik 
(If wire !(lClk~ \\hen hunt:. nn the" noSt' of ;-1 glid,,'r "J'hn'e Wd,'i 

plc-nty "I' slark in it vet, "nd it Ilioked possible to climh IJr 
thlnl',r:;h the ,.Iuut!s ~O feel above me. Thcv di,1 nllt I()()k a\ 
LI"",e ii' the)' h"Li IOllked from the ground. 

"l\!:I\'b, wc c::u, slluc'u<;: 1JI!>rltcr J Illl fef'l oul of \'r I" I 1I1ut­
l('{"oJ [,"pefulll'.•l~ I h~ull'd h,1ck a hil 111'''"'. The speed heGun" 
Ic". "TI]L II)\\'-tilr "I"'lis arc ~Iil'pin~-E'a.se "rr " hit." 1 told 
Inyself. Tilt' spled h('g:1l1 III Incrt-:iS~, TIt"o I h:,uled h:1Ck wilh 
hod1 h:HHb. Sn.:ppill..Lt up, losing .'ipt'cd. <::}'ilng ofT. gainin.g 

Johnnv Nov~k in ABC Ed. F. Knight, instructor fo' 
Glide; club's Fr~nklin join' the. Toledo Gliding Club, 
the Toledo Group on the and a future gliding pilot, 
.econd week-end of river standing by the Funk two-

towing. seater. 




