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Some Interesting Two-Place Sailplanes 

U'CCtm I/Ctm~ and /JhCtad 
last year's Annual National Soaring Contest per­AT
 

haps the Illost outstanding entry was that of the
 
California group, headed by Jay Buxton 'with his Buxton
 
Transporter, in which new National endu.rance, altitude,
 
and distance records for two-placc sailplanes were estab­

lished.
 

In preceding contests we have bad many interesting 
multi.place planes, ranging from two·seaters, to a sail­
pbne capable of carrying as many as four people. The 
desi re to carry a pJ.5senger aad introd uce him to the 
thrills of motorless flying, even though he is not a pilot 
alon~ with the a.l\'anta~es of giving dual jnstwction in 
adva'nced soaring, .md ~tJ1e pra 

L 

ctica6iJity of carrying an 
obsern'r who is free to make meteorological observations 
without being occupied with the actual flying of the 
plane, has led to ll1Jl.ly new developments in two-place 
sailpbnes. 

Much has ~l!readr been said in past numhers of 'The 
Gliding and Soaring Bulletin concerning the Kranich 
High Pcrformance two-se.1tc:r in Gcrm:tn)'. 50 it will not 
be ncccssary to go into further details concerning this 
phnt. except to mention that it now probably represents 
the ultimate in proven two-seater design Due to the 
disL1nce between the cockpits and :1 solid bulk heaJ. sep­
:Hating them, it has been found necessary to install tele­

hone communication between pilot and observer, in 
order to cur}' on norm,iI convers:\tion. Ulrich and 
\'\7olfgang Hutter. observing this diflicu!ry In communica­
tion. h;1\'(' recently designed a fu!1 cn.ltilcvcr mid-wing 
sailplane (the K-l) where pilot :lnd observer sit side by 
side. A small cross-seerion is obtained in the Fuselage 
by baving the outside elbows of bor-h pilot anu observer 
rest in part of the wing root At present a full size 
mock-up of the cockpit has been m'lJe at the Sport-Plug­
zeugbau M;\rtin Schempp factory to cletermine comfort. 
ease of control, fcasabilily of dU;1! contro.l, etc. and it is 
expected that this phne will be on the market before the 
end of this ye:H. 

While Germany is stressing its attention on two­
eaters of wooden construction, an entirely new type of 

Kranieh high perform. nee two-place sailplane 

sailplane construction is beIng lJndertaken in California. 
WilJiam Hawley Bowlus is now building an all metal 
t\vo-seater. M.r. Bowlus has been rather secretive aboul 
the Jevelopment of rhis plane and has reCjucsteJ that 
Jehilcd mformatioo ;lIld photographs be wiLhhelJ from 
publication until some later date. 1'r0111 photographs we 
have seen. however. it looks very similar to the BOlVlu~ 

"Dragon fly", whic:h was c:rackeJ up at the beginning of 
the heth Annual Nalional Soaring Contest. and which, 
[rom alJ previous Aigbt tests performed on it in Caiifor­
nia, haJ astOfllsh,ingly good soaring characteristics Thi, 
new plane. breaking away from the wooel, steel tuhe and 
fabric type of construction, m~JY be pointing the "yay to 
a new era in sailplane construction. 
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Jay Burlon'. "Tran,porter", with Jay at the wing tip The Giippingen K-4 two-place sailplane designed by 
and Red SI"tter at the control> Ulrich and Wolfgang Hutter 
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